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Historical Timeline 

Mid 1700s – eighteen Sliammon braves swim out to an anchored 
Spanish trading ship although it had a reputation well known for 
pirating, with knives in their mouths and killed all of the sailors on 
board, then set the ship ablaze and sank it in front of the main 
village site. Unfortunately, records of missing ships do not go back 
prior to 1774 and the local pulp and paper mill has created too 
much sediment on the bottom to find it. 

1780′s – Epidemics such as small pox, measles, tuberculosis, 
spanish flu of mass proportions begin to appear on the Northwest 
Coast as a result of trade with other Nations in contact with 
European ships. They continue to decimate Indian populations 
including Sliammon for the next 150 years. 

1792 – Sliammon peoples first recorded contact with Europeans 
from Captain George Vancouver’s ships ‘Chatham’ and ‘Discovery’ on 
the shores of Harwood Island during maritime trading voyage and 
charting of Georgia Strait. There were also two Spanish ships called 
the ‘Sutil’ and the ‘Mexicana.’ 

1838 – Beginning of the fur trade with a ship named the “Beaver” 
from the Hudson’s Bay Company encounters Sliammon people at the 
North end of Texada Island. Trades were made of muskets (powder 
guns) for furs piled to the same height. 

1846 – Date of assertion of British sovereignty and jurisdiction, 
currently used as a legal date for determining Aboriginal Title cases 
in the courts. 



1860′s – Sliammon’s first recorded contact with Oblate Missionary 
E. Chirouse, who held services at Powell Lake and Grace Harbour 
villages. 

1871 – BC enters confederation and the Federal Government 
maintains responsibility for Indians. The majority of the population 
was First Nations, but they were given no role in the new system. 

1872 – Sliammon receives its first ‘Indian Commissioner -Dr. Israel 
W. Powell who became the Dominion Inspector of Indian Agents. He 
was familiar with the area because he was the attending surgeon on 
a hydrographic survey ship studying Teeskwat. 

1873 – Federal Government forms the Northwest Mounted Police to 
“deal with conflicts between Indians and White settlers.” 

1873 – 15,000 acres illegally purchased timber lease (Lot 450) 
issued to R.P. Rithet, a close associate of Dr. Powell commencing at 
what is currently referred to as Grief Point and ending at Sliammon. 
This lease encompassed three permanently occupied and many 
seasonal village sites even though they were legally protected from 
sale or claim. 

1875 – Indian Reserve Commission formed, and Commissioner 
Gilbert M. Sproat assigned to entire BC Coast. He recorded many 
meetings with the Sliammon, Klahoose and Homalco trying to settle 
their land question. 

1875 – Land is made available to settlers free of charge until 1879. 
White settlers were given up to 320 acres per person for free, plus 
whatever they could afford to purchase. Sliammon people not 
permitted either option. 

1876 – First Federal Indian Act passed in parliament -traditional 
lands via reserves and controls “status registration” by making 



Indians wards of the crown. Sliammon people’s lives were now 
officially controlled from birth to death. 

1878 – Sproat recorded numerous correspondence to the 
Commissioner of Lands & Works trying to settle the land question 
for Sliammon, Klahoose and Homalco. Most of it fell on deaf ears due 
to the economic interest in the area. He even referenced that 
Sliammon had successful business relationships in place for the 
millions of feet of logs that were hand logged on an annual basis. 

1878 – Sliammon and Klahoose stage a timber protest by seizing the 
logs of white men for cutting timber too close to their village sites. 
This dispute arose over Rithet’s illegal purchase of Lot 450, 
currently the City of PR. 

1879 – The six reserves of Sliammon issued by the Provincial 
Government. The formula was based on 20 acres per registered 
family of five status Indians. Prairie treaties are 640 acres per family 
and 80 acres was generally accepted in the other provinces. 

1880 – Sproat resigns in protest after a campaign to discredit him 
for being “too generous with land allotments lead by I.W. Powell, 
arose over his defending of Sliammon, Klahoose and Homalco to 
have reserves allotted and the return of lands sold to Rithet that 
were in direct contravention of their own rules. 

1880 – I.W. Powell becomes Dominion Inspector of Indian Agents 
along with visiting Superintendent and Commissioner for all of BC 
(to 1889). Powell River was named after him in 1880 and the town 
developed around the river. 

1885 – Indian Act outlaws cultural ceremonies such as the potlatch, 
which could be defined as almost any assembling of Indian people. It 
was an indictable offense to engage or assist in ceremonies; 
punishable by up to a six-month sentence. Indian Agents were given 
the authority to prosecute and serve judgment. Sliammon’s cultural 



activities were prohibited and public punishments were strictly 
enforced. 

1891 – The non-aboriginal population outnumbers the Aboriginal 
population in BC for the first time. Sliammon begins to see drastic 
changes to their way of life. 

1896 – Catholic churches constructed in the middle of Church 
House, Squirrel Cove and Sliammon, although legal survey records 
show a temporary church at Sliammon in 1873. Most regalia and 
artifacts were hidden, confiscated or destroyed as part of 
assimilation process. 

1897 – The best guess is that the cemetery was installed and 
blessed around this time. This further alienated the Sliammon 
people from their age-old burial customs, mourning ceremonies and 
cultural practices. People who were not baptized or considered to be 
“sinners” were placed outside of the cemetery boundary and not 
given Christian services. 

1900 – Sliammon people were issued legal Christian names that are 
still held today to replace their traditional names. This made it less 
confusing for white’s to identify and register them. 

1900′s – Place names continue to be issued throughout the 
Sliammon traditional territory by anyone who passed by. There was 
no consultation and these places already had recognized names 
from the Sliammon people. 

1900′s – Potlatch (winter ceremonies) and traditional medicine 
people continue underground in hidden areas like Scuttle Bay to 
avoid arrests and seizures; but limited numbers of people 
participate due to fear of repercussions from Church, Indian Agent 
and North West Mounted Police. 



1900 – Forest sector begins to dominate BC economy along with the 
Commercial Fishing industry. Sliammon already very established in 
hand-logging and the fishing industry. 

1901 – Census to record Sliammon population, age, sex and other 
statistical information. There was also one recorded in 1915. 

1903 – Sliammon people write a letter requesting a school so that 
their children would no longer be taken away too far off residential 
schools. Children from grades 1-7 attended the one room Catholic 
day school, which burned down in the 1918 fire. The second 
remained open until 1960 and split grades 1-3 from 4-7. Basil 
Nicholson was hired as the teacher and lived in Sliammon from 
1914-1931. Indian Affairs appointed him our “Government Agent. 

1907 – Railroad built from present day community of Wildwood to 
Sliammon. It was located at the “Boom” and used for a log dump 
area. Part of Gibsons Road follows the old grade, which was still 
visible by air in 1947. Supposedly built and run by Jim Springer of 
Hastings Lumber Company. There is much disputed information 
about other railroads in the area, particularly around Sliammon 
Lake. 

1909 – The Brooks/Scanlon O’Brien firm consolidated with the local 
power company to form a lumber company and the pulp and paper 
mill at Teeskwat. 

1912 – Mckenna and McBride Commission visit Sliammon to allot 
lands for reserves. They were never clear with their intentions and 
did not tell their guides why they were showing them where people 
lived. They only recorded the largest settlements, not people’s 
properties in total. 

1910 – 1915 Sliammon people were forcibly removed to IR#1 from 
their traditional village sites commencing at Grief Point North, 
including Tees Kwat (current mill site) and other sites within lot 



450 after its illegal sale to Rithet. Some continued to stay and 
protest the demolition of their homes. 

1912 – BC Fish and Wildlife Branch requires registration of trap 
lines. Several trap lines owned by Sliammon Indians were lost to 
white men prompting the Indian Agent to encourage other 
Sliammon members to resume ownership. Trap line regulations and 
boundaries established in 1926. 

1915 – Royal Commission on Indian Affairs meet with Sliammon to 
address their land question. Sliammon still considered Lot 450 to be 
theirs. They made 3 official applications regarding additional lands, 
but were denied. 

1918 – Huge fire destroys all of the original villages of Sliammon 
throughout the traditional territory and much of the surrounding 
Powell River area on Easter morning. 

1920 – D.C. Scott passes legislation making Residential schools 
(previously called Indian Boarding Schools/Industrial schools) 
mandatory by law. Some parents arrested for non-compliance, 
which was punishable by incarceration. Sliammon children between 
5-15 years were apprehended from their families en masse by 
Indian Agents and North West Mounted Police to Catholic 
Residential facilities: St. Mary’s in Mission (1861-1984) Kamloops 
Indian Residential School (1890-1978), St. Augustine’s in Sechelt 
(1913-1975). 

1920 – Bill C-13 enacted which allows Federal Cabinet to reduce 
reserve land without negotiating land surrenders with Indians. 
Government alienated reserve lands without consent or 
compensation for railways or anything else they deemed necessary. 
Sliammon land was expropriated for highways, roads, hydro lines, 
telephone lines, mill, mining and timber rights and general 
population expansion. There were never any royalties received. 



1920′s – Seine licenses not granted to Indians until now as a matter 
of Departmental policy. Indians allowed to participate in the 
commercial fishery by 1923. The combined fleet of Sliammon, 
Klahoose & Homalco fishing vessels numbered over 100 prior to 
1970. 

1927 – Indian Act amendment to legally ban the pursuit of land 
claims; raising money; and seeking legal counsel (not removed until 
1951). 

1927 – Construction of Lund Highway through six miles of 
Sliammon IR#1 after permission was granted by Basil Nicholson, the 
local schoolteacher. Proper land transfer, surveys or compensation 
was never received. Now the subject of a specific claim. 

1929 – First Chief and Council election system enforced on 
Sliammon to replace the hereditary leadership system. Other parts 
of Canada were in this process since 1895. 

1932 – 25 acres of Sliammon IR#1were expropriated to build a 
public access road for an individual rancher named John Wilde, 
hence the name Wilde Road. Proper land transfer, surveys or 
compensation were never received. Now the subject of a specific 
claim. 

1935 – Anthropologist Homer G. Barnett begins his research on 
Coast Salish Nations including Sliammon. His work culminated in 
the 1955 publication of “The Coast Salish of British Columbia. 

1940′s – Three digit Band identification system was introduced 
with Sliammon being identified as 554. In 1951 the Indian registry 
system starts with the issue of individual status cards. 

1940′s – The “Watchmen” system came to an end after many years 
of change through the church. Before contact, it was the Heh goos 
that people were brought to and given tasks and ceremonies to right 



any wrongs. The Loplet (priests) and Inchin ichin (agents) turned it 
into a system of enforcement of Catholic beliefs, policing duties and 
punishment in the name of the church. The people tried to revive it 
in the 1960s but the attempt was unsuccessful because nobody 
understood the custom anymore. 

1940′s – Marked the end of the age-old custom of formal family 
“arranged marriages” for the Sliammon area. Most arrangements 
took place with surrounding Northern Coast Salish Nations. 

1940′s – Soccer came to Sliammon and our young men became well 
known all over the Coast with the first team called the Sliammon 
Tigers. They joined the league in town and also paddled to other 
First Nations communities such as Sechelt, Cape Mudge, Campbell 
River, Alert Bay, and Kingcome Inlet to challenge other teams. The 
elderly coaches were strict to the last detail including; special diets, 
no drinking or smoking, curfews, and our teachings around natural 
medicines, the sweat lodge and day break bathing. Players were in 
year round training. 

1944 – King of the Sea 11 man race canoe built by Frank Eugene 
(Palachoot) of the Sechelt First Nation and many volunteers from 
Sliammon. 

1949 – Indians gain right to vote in Provincial elections (from 
1872). The old dance hall behind the church was used as the school 
before it was condemned and torn down. 

1950 – Korean War (to 1953). Some of our young men from the 
three villages are sent to participate. Sliammon, Klahoose and 
Homalco even helped purchase a Spitfire fighter plane for the cause. 
Aboriginals who served were forced to give up their Indian status. 

1951 – Potlatch ban dropped from the Indian Act. No formal 
apology/retribution from government. All confiscated material, 



including many Sliammon artifacts remain in museums or private 
collections worldwide. 

1951 – Indian Act amendment to section 113, which authorized the 
Federal Government to operate segregated schools for Indian 
children. These schools spent as little as 2 hours per day on 
academics with mostly unqualified teachers. Most time was spent on 
labor and religion. 

1951 – Indian Act amendment to replace the Indian Agent with the 
Chief as Chairman at Band meetings. Bands begin to manage their 
own Administrative tasks and revenue monies while the 
Department maintained control of capitol monies. Up until this time, 
individual Indian Agents had total control and authority over 
Departmental policies. 

1951 – Beer parlors in BC open their doors to Indians legally for the 
first time. Not all Powell River establishments complied however 
and the Rodmay Hotel was one that still refused to allow Indians 
into their establishments or to purchase alcohol. 

1952 – Theodosia River dammed 12 km from the mouth by the 
Powell River Power Company to generate hydroelectric power to 
the mill. This redirected 80% of the flow into Olsen Lake forever 
changing the surrounding habitat and destroying the once thriving 
runs of five species of salmon. Sliammon was never consulted about 
the damage it would cause to IR#4 Tokwonon, at the mouth of the 
river. 

1954 – Current Youth Centre first served as a Sliammon day school 
for children from grades 1-3. Later utilized as a community hall, 
Clinic, Band office and Pre school/Kindergarten. 

1960 – Indians gain right to vote in Federal elections. 



1960 – Indian Residential Schools are deemed too costly and 
closures ensue over the next 20 years. Despite the hardship in these 
schools, some Sliammon people did graduate from grade 12 as early 
as 1940. 

1962 – 1/3 of Native children registered in public schools 
throughout BC and a concerted effort to integrate Native children 
into the public school system and allow them to go beyond grade 8. 
Sliammon had its first two public school grade 12 graduates in 1965. 

1960s – early-Whites off reserve by dusk/Natives back on reserve 
curfew still in effect. Natives still had limited seating in restaurants, 
pubs and the Patricia Theatre without proof of enfranchisement. 
This segregation occurred in every form of public transportation 
and service including the steamships, trains and buses. 

1966 – 33 acres of Klahanie residential land leases developed on Lot 
29 to provide revenue for the Band. 70 of 120 members participated 
in voting, all were in favor of the surrender of a 30-year lease to be 
reviewed every 10 years (now the subject of a specific claim). 

1960′s (late) – Brought modern conveniences to Sliammon such as 
electricity, telephones, septic tank service and indoor plumbing. 
Water was diverted from Sliammon Lake into individual homes. 
Previously the water system was an outdoor pipe diverted from 
Coho Creek that would dry up in the summer months. 

1970 – Department of Indian Affairs transfers membership duties 
(but no authority) to individual Bands. Many Klahoose and Homalco 
members that lived here for generations or married into Sliammon 
were finally allowed to officially transfer here. 

1970 – Supreme Court of Canada upholds Indians right to drink in 
public establishments. Sliammon men were allowed into some 
Powell River establishments in designated areas from 1951 
Provincial ruling. Sliammon women were allowed in other 



designated areas until 3:00 pm. The Rodmay Hotel was one of the 
local establishments that refused to obey the law to let them in. 

1971 – Anthropologists Randy Bouchard and Dorothy Kennedy 
begin their 10+ years of research with Sliammon, Klahoose and 
Homalco Elders which culminated in the book titled Sliammon Life, 
Sliammon Lands. 

1970′s – most development activity in Sliammon history with the 
coming of: 51 Ladner homes(‘72), fire truck(‘72) & fire 
hall(‘75),Band office(‘73), soccer field(‘73), Kindergarten(‘74), 
Sewage Treatment Plant (‘74) Drive In Theatre(‘74), Mermaid 
Oyster Farms(‘75), Salmon Hatchery(‘76), Salish Centre(‘76), Health 
Clinic(‘77). Majority of employment in all areas held by Band 
members including Band owned and operated heavy equipment: 
two transport trucks, back-hoe, band boat, Sea truck. 

1981 – First set of nine brand new social housing units built in 
Sliammon. Approximately 70 more homes would be added (some 
privately built) until 1996 bringing the reserve total to 
approximately 190 homes. 

1982 – Two 6-bedroom residential group homes built in Sliammon 
for children in care and children attending school from Kindergarten 
– Grade 12. Later used as the Elders and Healing Lodge facilities. 

1982 – Section 35 of the Canadian Constitution recognizes and 
affirms Aboriginal Title, which is the right to the land itself. 

1985 – 11 man race canoe built for Sliammon called the Sea King. It 
was built by Mark Point from the Sto’lo Nation, Jackie Timothy and 
many Sliammon volunteers. 

1985 – Bill C-31 passed – Non-status legislation lifted. Results in the 
addition of approximately 40 new members to Sliammon. Still, many 
others with Sliammon ancestry are caught in the limbo of similar 



legislation and cannot regain their status. Enfranchisement – meant 
you and your children could lose status without your consent for: 
working off reserve, voting rights, joining the army, obtaining post 
secondary training, starting a profitable business, marrying a non-
native or enfranchised native, buying alcohol and so on. Indian 
Affairs even offered people money to buy their status. 

1986 – Sliammon welcomes a traditional Haida canoe that traveled 
from Expo in Vancouver to Skidegate in the Queen Charlotte Islands. 
1990s- Sliammon families begin to bring back the traditional 
naming and memorial ceremonies for the first time in over fifty 
years. Some even bring back the memorial, the use of Skwy xwy and 
spirit dancers and ancient protocol. 

Mid – 1990′s -Chief becomes a paid position. Prior to this, the Chief 
also assumed the responsibility of Administrator and was paid as 
such 1990s-School District 47 approves implementation of 
Sliammon language curriculum into the public school system 
including Sliammon language. It would later be accepted as a second 
language for university entry to UVIC (1999) and SFU (1997). 
Negotiations with UBC are ongoing. 

1994 – Sliammon enters Stage One of the BC Treaty Process with a 
‘Statement of Intent’ and map of the traditional territory. 

1995 – Sliammon IR#1 roads get paved. Official street names and 
signs would later follow. 

1995 – Sliammon Development Corporation incorporated and later 
opened its doors as the business arm of the Nation in 1996. 

1996 – Sliammon Child Development and Resource Centre opens its 
doors with a brand new pre-school/kindergarten facility. A 6 
month-3 year licensed daycare facility was also added to service the 
community. 



1996 – Sliammon Treaty enters Stage Two with readiness 
documents accepted and ‘table declared ready’ to negotiate after 
openness protocol; procedures agreement and information sharing 
principles. 

1996 – Sliammon Treaty enters Stage Three ‘Framework 
Agreement,’ which was both initialed and signed in the same year. 

1998 – Minister of Indian Affairs makes a statement of 
reconciliation re: the legacy of residential school abuse. $350 million 
Healing Fund is established. United Church is only one to officially 
apologize for its involvement with residential schools. 

1998 – Sliammon spearheads repatriation of 28 Klahoose, Homalco 
and their own human remains from the Royal BC Museum. 
Traditional ceremonies were held at Sliammon. RBCM also develops 
a policy regarding the return of some artifacts in 1989 with the 
stipulation that the community had to have a museum standard 
facility. 

1999 – Corbiere decision, giving off reserve membership the right 
to vote in on- reserve elections. Came into effect for Sliammon’s 
2002 election and brought over 100 new voters. 

2000 – Sliammon Development Corporation in partnership with 
Dave Formosa purchases the Lund Hotel & Marina and all of its 
adjacent businesses. 

2001 – Gahnohs ocean going canoe is built by Art Thompson and 
many volunteers. It was gifted to the Sliammon people in memory of 
the late Chief Joe Mitchell’s vision. Ten ocean going canoes from 
Northern Kwakwakawakw Nations touch Sliammon shores for the 
first time in over 100 years. Gahnohs accompanies them on its 
maiden journey to Squamish. 



2001 – Stage Four Agreement In Principle (AIP) initialed by 
Sliammon, BC and Canada. Later that year, Sliammon membership 
votes down the proposed AIP by a 1% margin. 

2002 – Negotiations resume between Sliammon, BC & Canada to 
reach an AIP towards a Treaty. 

2002 – Sliammon gains access to municipal bus service, marking the 
first time the community has access to public transportation. 

2003 – Sliammon signs a Community Accord with the Corporation 
of the District (Municipality) of Powell River that recognizes 
Sliammon’s traditional territory and inherent right to self-
government. The municipality also returned a parcel of land located 
at the old hospital site in recognition that it was a Sliammon Village 
site. 

2003 – Sliammon files a “Writ of Summons” in the Supreme Court of 
BC against various levels of Government and Corporations for 
infringing on Aboriginal Rights and Title within the traditional 
territory. 

2003 – Sliammon Agreement in Principle ratified in a community 
vote. Membership answered 62% in favor of supporting the AIP and 
67% in favor of continuing with negotiations.  Sliammon enters 
stage 4 of stage 6. 

2009 – Sliammon Constitution ratified in a community vote 

2012 – Sliammon begins voting June 8 to 16th at various polling 
stations on the Final Agreement.  Members opposed to the treaty 
blockade the polling station on June 16th. 

An injunction is successfully applied for and voting resumes on July 
10th, 2013. 



Sliammon members vote yes on the Final Agreement.   

2014 March - Sliammon signs the Tla’amin Final Agreement and 
enters stage 5 of the British Columbia Treaty process.  Begins to get 
ready for transition from Indian Act to a self governing Nation. 

2016 April 1st, effective date.  No longer an Indian Act Band  


